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tion, which was granted him. The battalions departed, and
finally the Banners, who had to fight a stubborn battle with
the enemy who refused to reconcile themselves to losing
that opportunity of a colossal triumph with splendid booty.
The retreat from Xauen had ended. The most arduous
undertaking, according to the estimate of the president ad
interim of the Directorate, Magaz, ever accomplished by a
colonial army, and in which more than a hundred positions
were saved. While marching through the streets of Tetuan
the Legion experienced one of its most resplendent hours of
glory. The crowds followed Franco persistently, greeting
him with a triumphal thunder of cheers and ovations. For
merit in war he was promoted to the rank of colonel.
Primo de Rivera was to say in praise of him, while
speaking with a foreign news correspondent, uNo one has
fought more, or with greater perseverance, or with greater
ability in Morocco."
Abd-el-Krim, gaining confidence by the retreat from
Xauen, proclaimed himself Sultan of Morocco. He ruled
over forty tribes. He held the Raisuni a prisoner in his
power. He had the support of some international revolu-
tionary organizations. He dreamed, as one delirious, of an
empire extending from Axdir to Agadir and with its capital
at Fez. And in the flight of his ambitions he stumbled into
the French zone.
In the spring of 1925 the Riffs had invaded Beni-Zerual at
five points. And once they were in control they attacked
Uazan and the Uarga zone, where rebellion broke out. At
the same time France suffered the crumbling of her positions
by successful siege and by treachery. It was a hurri-
cane of disaster which demolished everything in its path.
The Riff offensive threatened Fez, Painleve, Minister of
War, notifying the Treasury Department of French casual-
ties up to July 31, gave the following figures: 1,285